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SUBJ: MEXICAN REQUEST FOR SUPPORT ON CERDS AND UN SECRETARY 
GENERALSHIP 

1 . 1 WAS TOLD BY BELIGIAN AMBASSADOR THAT WHEN LUXEMBURG 
AMBASSADOR VISITED ROBASA YESTERDAY MONDAY, RABASA REQUESTED: 

(A) THAT LUXEMBURG CHANGE ITS POSITION ON CERDS TO 
ONE OP SUPPORT HERE AT WCIWY AS WELL AS IN OTHER PORA. 

THE LUXEMBURGER IS REPORTED TO HAVE REPLIED ROUGHLY THAT 
AN OFPICIAL LUXEMBURG POSITION COULD NOT BE CHANGED LIGHTLY 
AND WITHOUT PULL STUDY. 

(B) REQUEST POR SUPPORT OP ECHEVERRIA'S CANDIDACY AS 

UN SECRETARY GENERAL. THE LUXEMBURGER SAID THAT HE WOULD 
HAVE TO REPER THIS TO HIS GOVERNMENT. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN PRESS STORIES ORI- 
GINATING IN WASHINGTON AND NEW YORK AS WELL AS MEXICO RE- 
GARDING ECHEVERRIA'S CANDIDACY POR THE UN SECRETARY 
GENERALSHIP, THIS IS THE PIRST TIME THIS MATTER HAS BEEN 
RAISED OPPICIALLY PO PAR AS WE KNOW. WE CAN ONLY PRESUME, 
THEREPORE, THAT ECHEVERRIA'S PORTHCOMING TRIP TO AFRICA 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST WILL INCLUDE THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL- 
SHIP ASPIRATION HIGH ON ITS AGENDA. 
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3. THE REACTIONS TO ECHEVERRIA'S POSSIBLE UN CANDIDACY 
HAVE BEEN RATHER MIXED LOCALLY. THERE IS OF COURSE INSTINC- 
TIVE ENTHUSIASM AMONG THE MEXICAN PRESS AND VARIOUS POLI- 
TICAL CIRCLES FOR SUCH A POSSIBILITY. THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR 

HAS OBSERVED THAT THE ECHEVERRIA ELECTION WOULD BE PRACTICALLY 
A CERTAINTY IN VIEW OF THE THIRD WORLD BLOC STRENGTH AND HE 
COULD NOT ENVISAGE ANY ONE OF THE PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL ACTUALLY VEOTING A LATIN AMERICAN WITH 
ECHEVERRIA'S THIRD WORLD CREDENTIALS. 

4. THE YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR FELT THE SAME WAY. WHILE BOTH 
THE ABOVE WERE SYMPATHETIC TO WALDHEIM'S DESIRES FOR RE- 
ELECTION, THEY THOUGHT IT WAS UNLIKELY THAT A EUROPEAN 
COULD WIN OVER A THIRD WORLD CANDIDATE AND PARTICULARLY 
ONE AS ACTIVE AS ECHEVERRIA. 

5. THE ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR OBSERVED PRIVATELY THAT 
ECHEVERRIA WAS SUCH A MERCURIAL PERSONALITY THAT HE MIGHT 
BE VERY DIFFICULT ONCE IN OFFICE AND THAT HIS COUNTRY IN 
ANY CASE DID NOT LIKE TO CONSIDER HIM AS THE "LEADER OF 
LATIN AMERICA". 

6. THE BRAZILIAN AMBASSADOR GRIMACED AT THE POSSIBILITY 
AND TOLD ME THAT HE WAS UNDER STRICT INSTRUCTIONS FROM HIS 
GOVERNMENT TO MAKE NO PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE MATTER. A 
COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO DON ANTONIO CARRILLO FLORES, FORMER 
MEXICAN FOREIGN MINISTER, OBSERVED PRIVATELY THAT ECHEVERRIA 
WAS A REMARKABLE PERSON WITH AN EXCEPTIONAL CAPACITY FOR 
WORK BUT AT THE SAME TIME WAS IN HIS OPINION TEMPERAMENTALLY 
UNSUITED FOR THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE UN. MOREOVER, HE SPOKE 
NOT A WORD OF ANY OTHER LANGUAGE OTHER THAN SPANISH AND 
THIS WOULD BE A PARTICULAR HANDICAP AS MUCH OF THE UN WORK 
IS DONE IN ENGLISH. IN HIS OPINION, IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT 

TO CONSIDER ECHEVERRIA A NEUTRAL AS HE WAS SO IDENTIFIED 
WITH THE THIRD WORLD BLOC. 

7. ON THE OTHER HAND, lAMAICAN PRIME MINISTER MANLEY ON 
ARRIVAL HERE YESTERDAY TOLD THE PRESS THAT HE CONSIDERED 
ECHEVERRIA "A MOST ADEQUATE" CANDIDATE FOR THE UN. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 MEXICO 05820 011727Z 

8. WE ARE GETTING AN INCREASING NUMBER OF INQUIRIES 
FROM MEXICAN JOURNALISTS ON THIS POSSIBILITY AND SO FAR 
HAVE MANAGED TO TURN THEM ASIDE WITH VAGUE PHRASES 
OF ADMIRATION FOR ECHEVERRIA'S PERSONALITY BUT I FORESEE 
THAT THE QUESTIONS WILL GROW SHARPER AND MORE TENACIOUS 
ALONG WITH QUESTIONS AS TO HIS NOBEL PEACE PRIZE PROSPECTS. 

9. NOW THAT THE ECHEVERRIA CAMPAIGN SEEMS TO HAVE COM- 
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MENCED IN SERIOUSNESS, I DO NOT FORESEE ITS EADING AWAY 
QUITELY IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 

JOVA 
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